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= NEXT MONTH
The next mestimg of
the MMNE will be the
special Northeast
Meeting om Saturday
Hay 10, 1986 at the
Comvention Cemter

in Ashland, Mass,

MicroMoOUNTERS
OF N2W Z2NSLAND

AFRIL 1986 NEWSLETTER #106
The mext regular msstiag of the Micromsusters ef New Englasd
will be Saturday, April 12, 1986 at the Hudsom Public Library,
in Hudsea, Massachusetts, Most ef ysu may remember this library
with the asseciation of the flagpels which blew dewa during
our last mesting there . Hopefully mo such disasters will eccur
this timel! The library is located about two miles from either the
sad of I-250 (at Route 85), or from Exit 26 om Route 495 (at
Route 62), Emtrance to the library parkiag area is between the
libtrary and the fire statiom and litrary parkimg is on the right,
There is am emtrance at the back of the bullding (altheugh at
times we have also used the side entrance).
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The momimatimg comnittee will present their slate of
officers for 1966-1987 at the April mestimg to be voted om by
the membership. The proposed slate is as follows: Framk
Lelghton, President; Neil Briggs, Vice-Presidemt; Jamet Cares,
Treasursr; and Betty Sevrems, Secretary. Directers fer the
club will be: Palmer Sevreas (begimming a two-year term) amd
Pat Barker (servimg for eme more ysar). ALl officers will
assume their duti t the end of the May meeting.

DONATIONS FOR THE NORTHRAST MEETING

Members are remimded that the Nertheast Mesting is just
ons month away, and the April meetimg will be ome of the last
convenient times o get your dematioms im for the sales table.
Fleass remember that this material sheuld be mounted and pre-
priced (if possible), Giveaways should be meumted or im a
closed contaimer., FPleass place the domor's mame om giveaway
material so that people will kmow whom to ask if thers is any
question regardimg the material. Alsc remember that there is
a deadline of April 24, 1986 for registratiom, and we would like
to hold to this deadlime if at all pessible.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Les & Marge Hitchings

CORRECTION: (accidentdly left eff
mbership list)

10 Church Strest Walter T. Coo

Saugus, MA 01906 KFD #1, Box B

(617) 233-4968 Brattlebora, VT 05301
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A BRIEF DISCOURSE ON QUALITY AND RARITY IN JUDGING

COMPETITIVE MINERAL DISPLAYS

1 have raticed recently after attending pre-judging briefings,
actual judgings, post-judging “gripe sessions’, and reading
Judging critioues of, that there is a great deal of laktitude
in the judging of cospetitive mineral displays in the areas of
quality and rarity. The following discussion will outline soe
groblem areas and agply to any cowpetitive mireral display where
both quality and rarity are judged.

There is a set of niform rules that quides the Judges in per-
forming a valuable critigue of a coupetitive disalay. This rule
book 15 called the Pegic _
Rules and is updated on a pericdic hasis by the Unifors Rules
Comittes of the APWS. This ook lists the vules under which
conpetitve displays are juiged at all AFS shows. This book is
also follewed strictly by the mewber federations as the federa-
tion uniforn rules.

The aporoariate place to begin is with 2 definition. GUALITY: a
characteristic or attribute; egree of excellerce. (dictionary
definition) Aule 7. of the wniform rules gives the followings
@uality in uineral specinens shall refer to condition of crys-
tals. (freedow fron bruises and flaws); size of crystals itypical
of species); crystal arrangement (attitude of crystals on spec-
inenly clarity: freedow fron excess foreign saterial; and the
amount of identified waterial that is visible,

1 think there is Little debate concerning the physical condition
of crystale being perhaps the greatest portiom of the criteria
for judging quality. Crystal arvangement, clarity, and freedcw
from excess foreign material lend thewselves wstly to ans-
thetics, out do affect our visual perception of the excellence
of a specimen. The asount of identified material that is visible
on a specimen woud also denote sope easure of character o
fineness. However, thers seews to be an inconsistency in the
rules pertaining to judging quality that is giving scue judges a
fit. This ie the nention of the aspect of crystal size Itypical
of the soecies). The size of a crystal is rot apprepriately be
considered under rarity rather than under quality, Large site is
gererally a Characteristic of unisualness rather than of per—
faction or excellence. A crystal of “typical® or smalier than "t-
ypical" size is wore comon (less rare) but may still be near
perfection (guality).

Now we cowe to rarity. RARITY; Of an uncomeon nature; valuable
to a degree seldow found; not freouent; seldow met with or
occuring; umssal. (dickionary definitions). Here we ran irto 3

often implies wnesual or uncomon character; starce comsonly
apolies to that which, though usvally or forwerly aburdant, is
for the tine being, to be had anly in diminished quantities; the
word does not, like rare carry any imolication of urusual
qualities.

The uniform rules define rarity as follows: Rule 7.7 Rarity
Defined. A rare mineral specisen sy be abundant or scarce fros
tiw to bime, and 2 comon species may alo be rare if it
exhibits umwsual color, habit, association, or other chanacter—
istics exceptional for that species. Rarity shall refer to the
occurrance of ach mineral specimen being judged in regard to
the scope of the display.

In itself, this does not mean that just because a mineral is
not available fron dealers worldwide at this time, that is is
vare, or if it i available, it does not mean that it is ot
vare. Many judges are "wissing the boat® when judging rarity in
cowgetitive mineral rases. When citing certain specivers, som
Judges use the ter “readily available! as a rationale for with-
holding varity points. fvailability frow dealeve should ot be
a criteria on which rarity is juoged. Granted, if a  mineral is
vare, it probably will ot be readily available, but the reverse
does nat hold,

Unfortunately, this still does mot completely solve the probles
of a mineral such as Framklinite. This is the case of one
mireral that is ubiguitous in one location but only occuring in
two locations worldwite. The last part of the rarity rule states
that rarity shall refer to the occurremce of each mineral
specimen being Judged in regard to the scope of the display.
Dccurrence (nob availability) and scope of the display are the
ey words. Franklinite is locally aburdant but omly cecurs in
two localities. In a restricted display of Franklin minerals,
the specimen should receive no ravity points (not withstanding
anussal fore, association, etc,), hoever, in a worldwide
display, Franklinite should be considered a rare mineral. This
will surely rest heavy on some souls since there is hardly a
person around who cannct readily acquire a mice specimen of
Franklinite. In this case it would be more difficult to obtain
higher quality points than rarity points since good specinens
are 5o readily available.

In conclusion, I wust sention that some yudges vse rarity as @
*weeding cat" device to separate competitive cases whose other
scores are quite close, | have heard the following sethodalogies
used: "I must be rare to receive all rarity points.” (awere X
varies anyhere from a low of Sout-of-35 to & high of 1008).
This is perhaps the wost subjective portion of the scoring. Even
if the definition of rarity was without debate, its application
in practice needs some scrutiny

Although scwe may disagree with the uniforn rales as they are
weitten, they are here for the benefit of the exhibitor a5 well
35 the public. We should not cease to strive for more clarity
and definition of criteria so that the rules nay be applied more
equitably in all situstions.

Jim Fouler
Editor's Mote - The article above was handed out to the parti-

cigants of the Exhibitors Workshop sponsored by the Rhode Island
Mineral Hunters in September.



