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If.:tcro-mot:nting is more than a Tlhobby- 11
• I� starts out 

as a.11 adjunct; to the •tnoo1choundin8 11 experience.· A friend, al­
ready engrossed, sho-:rs you a fascinating mount through the- magic 
le�1s. • Th:t� picture of perfection. and b-en.uty is Yiha t .,,.rill start 
you. as t� micromounter. From then on you will never be disap­
pointe<l �:.1 8. .field trj_p. T11.est8 small minerals that hav-:-- boen • 
OYHrloc,ked • and tbrovm aside for years will be yours for viewing 
and. stwl"y � Your Hln0:::>&.l Horizons vlill never be reached and tho 
1-:;:n.oi.·!ledge:_·s;nct b1:,a,·ty of form nnd color to b0 had will bo limit-
less . ·<-RI.-C, Jr . 

It. I. Nm;lS--F IASH �y Gilbert George. 

NElw Find a� Rout12,_R95 Road C]JLf:.n Cranston, R.I. 

Mo,9t mineral collectors had thou,sht that Rhode Island was, but for 
mj_nor- exce.Dttons, de�ro:i..d of unusual mineral snecimens. There are 
only a few· operat1.::1.c quarries in Rhode Isle,nd·. Hm·rnv0r, .rocen-t 
_fi.nds at tJ1e neit fcdr:;rally sponso1•cd roads have cha:nged all that. 

_, Iri::-1961-a nev: circur,1ferentie.l r,c:i"ad, Rte. 295, aroui:icl Prov:t-denc-0 
, WA.s.·star·ted. Not much shov;ed up until cdt1.structic)n-\·1as star,ted 
: : . at tho inte�section ,1i th Phcr.Lix Ave.� Cranston� . This road cut is 

. ,,,.. next to one of the few opcl"'ating .quil_rries in the< State. This 
. q\lo,rry --'iff' being ope1•atcd for ro�-d metal and asphalt.· 

· Mntly veins, of quartz -OC cur in the: rock at this locat1.on. Some of 
the veins h::i.d pocket� of srao!cy quartz crystals. Many different· 

'minerals have been found here and ne\'r onen are beinr, found cont:triu-
• •• o.J,ly\- most of th�1m being micro in size. In December a Quartz ve1.n

w-ris. �bu.nd that; hod tho 1r:.:T.norD.l Gnlona as the urinciual suluhide. -
T'Itri <,G¥fienu-�a:d boon 01':i.�lnnlJ.y grnnulti;r, so this led to 5.ts being 
altered mot•o o:rnily. !\':any beau��iful sp0c:1Jr,.011s hc.vc been remc,v0d 
s:1n:ce it:J diE�OVOr';/. The Quartz vo'.tn (F'eb .·). con"tinuos to ylold • .. 
(;Oo<t sp cc 1mons. 1,':c nt of tho r.i:i.net'nls hero are the samij ns those • 
round· nt tho ?.!n.nho.n �1ivor local;ion 'in Easthampton, t!o..f.ls,. 
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Tho most common alteration mineral is Pyromorphite. This occurs in 
r'.nany colors from lir;.ht green to almost an omoral r;r•een, y_ellow, gray, 
:; bro\'111, pink, and o.lmos t colorless. It is usually found as a botroid­

al group of radiatine crystals, althoueri it occasionally occurs j_n 
G) straieht to ·tapcrinr; as •:;ell as in bulging he:c prisms. Many of tho • 

hex prisms hc.ve a darker colored tip of green. Many of the:r.i seem to 
have replaced Ceru.ssite crystals • 

The next conmi.on alteration mineral is 1ilulfenito, which occurs here in 
oraneo to oran0e-bro�·,n to rarely yello,;! crystals. Specimens ..-11th 
Wulfenite crystals on the green pyromorphi te ma.ke a str:Udng specimen. 
The V!ulfcni te here occt:.rs in tegragonal prisms, squares, square platea, 
tapering prisms, dipyrimidal crystals and in hoppe1� forms - in short ,;
it occurs in all the forms listed in Dana's Vol. II. 

The next most co:rmnon secondary mineral found is Cerrusi te, whj_ch co.n be 
colorless, tan, white, greenis·h and blackish·fror.i inclusions, and pin!c. 
It· occurs here In mo.ny crystal forn1s, tabular to complex tvrins, many 
pseudo-hexo.eonal (dipyrom.idal), rar-ely twinned :i.nto a spline s.hape. 
These are well for.med crystals, and ar-e plentiful a·c this location. 

Another secondar-y mineral that occurs here is Anr;les.ite. It is foun.cl. 
as coatings that are yellow, greenish to colorless. It occasionally 
occurs in small criYstals. Anglesite from here fluoresccs· in a.n orsnga 
color. It is fairly common at this location. 

�Much of the Galena contains Silver. Q.ui te ·a fev, spech1en.s of' both 
�/- iand c17stal form.� of native silver occur here in ths .cavities v;J.1.er•e 

G-nlena was originally. Many of the native silver specimens seem to
G) half breeds of S5.lver and native Copper. These specimens tarnish

readily to a blacl-dsh color.

be 

The primary minerals, in this vein, are Quartz, Feldspar, Galena, Mus­
covite, Mica, Chlorit·e, P.yrite, Chalcopyrite, !:Jiarcasite, Molybdenite
and Apatite. Other minerals occurred as r!ell but nov1 only their casts
are left.

Other secondary mineI'als that are fotn1d here e.re S-oethi te, Limoni te,
Wad, PyI•olusite, Chrysocolla., Montmorillonite, Leucoxene, Anatase and
Ru tile• In addition to those r.1inerals, many other secondary mlnero...J.s

have b_oen found, but have not as yet ·been positively identified.

This ex:posu1"e is small in size, about 30 by 15 feet. Considcrin1:.s its
s,.'110.ll size, a tro!i'l.ondous number of specimens have. been collected h0re
by members of tho "Hhode Island i.Iineral Hunters", "The Mic-ror,1ounters
of New England" and the Boston Minera1·c1ub.

11iis is the 
Su�i;gcstions 

�of int'oro3t 
' ,4.---: '· 

first Ue\·1s-Letter of "The Uicromountcrs of New En.e;land. 
as to further issues and also con tributions of articles 
will be gPatefully accepted. 

Ralph L. Carr, Jr., Corresponclii1c Secretury. 
25 Farnum Road 
Warwick., R.I. 02888 
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