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= NEXT MONTH

The next meeting of
the MMNE will be on
Saturday, February

7, 1987, at the
Shrewsbury Publie Li-
brary, Shrewsbury,MA,

The next regular meeting of the Mieromounters of New
England will take place on S5 » January 11, 1987 at Bos-
ton University. Our host will again be John Stewart, and
we will be meeting ia the Geology building (see map below),

NOTICEsDUES INCREASE

As amnounced im the November hewsletter, a vote was
taken on the amount of dues for 1987 during the Nevember
meeting, and it was desided to raise them to $4 per person,
Dues are due im January, and a 1987 membership list will
be drawn up fellewing the Mareh meeting and will appear in
the April newsletter, soc be sure to get them im soon,
Bring them te the next meeting or mail them te Treasurer
Janet Cares (remember shecks should read: Mieromounters of
New England),

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Nicholas Post

108 E. Cabet Lane
Westbury, NY 11590

Deris & Hareld Doller
22 E. Shore Drive
Massapequa, NY 11758
(516) 799-6309

THE CORSON NUMBERING SYSTEM By Eugene Meehler

How do you arrange your collection? Is the Dana system
teo complex awd hard to use? Or 1like mine, is it just num-
bers in order of acquisien and witheut any rhyme or reasen?
Well here is a simple, sasy methed.

At the May 1986 meetimg, Donald Corson showed me the
neat way ke arranges hiz sellection in alphabetieal order
using Flelscher's "Glossary of Mineral Species”. Each minex-
al was assigned a number starting with 1A. Sinee my
glessary 1s im Flerida, the names and examples given have
been takem from the "Ensyclopedia of Minerals" with the hepe
that the examples are meanimgful, Abernathyite is 1A,
Abulumalite is 24, and Aeanthite is 3A (eont. page 2.....)
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The following message frem President Frank Leightom arrived shortly after the last
newsletter had been sent to the printer. We enclose it mow and apologize for the

delay.

I would like to make a few comments on the recent Rhode Island show--"This is
New England”., First and feremest, a reusing rewnd of applause must be givea te
MARILYN DODGE fer the splendid jeb she did im putting on this fime mineral show.
only were there a very geod number of dealers, but alse a very large presentation
of faseinating and interesting displays. We seldem see such a glittering eollection
of beautiful mimerals as we did at this Rhode Island Shew.

And, while em the subject ef displays, I would like to thamk the Menaghans, Beb
and Shelley for brimging their fine display of mieremounts with color prints made
from the same minerals. I was pleased to see the large numbers of people who admired
their display and then stepped te inquire about mieroscopes and mieremounting.

I want te thank our most distant former member and presidemt of the micromounters,
Ray Demleourt, of Flerida, for stepping by te see us and to leave a very mice bateh
of gilve-aways; it was a pleasure te talk with him, and his gift of mieros was mest
weleome. Alse, a thank you goes to member Paul Smith of Fairfax, Virgimia,for his
bateh of give-awys of material frem Fort Hoyal, Virginia.

We had another visitor, Curtis Glenn of the Bergen County Mineral amd Paleentology
Seclety of New Jersey., He came by and brought us a bex of minerals from Halls Harbeur,
Nova Scetia, to be used as give-aways. We had a pleasant convarsatlon with him and
he is a very interesting and knowledgeable man cencerning minerals.

Se, all in all, I believe that we has a very interesting day at Warwlek, and the
people of the Rhode Island Mineral Hunters must be congratulated for have such a fine

show,

Net

Your fearless Prez, Fraak

(CORSON SYSTEM, CONT.)

ete., to the ond cf the A's. The same was done for the B's (Babefphite is 1B, Babing-
tonite is 2B) aid on thru the alphabet, As the Glessary was updated for new species,
these 6;.“' :)Add.od in alphabetical erder, (A new mimeral between G4M and 65 M would be-
eome 64, 1M,

The first Ajeite (23A)specimen aequired is 23A-1. The seeond is 23A-2, etc.
Minerals are filed in Alpha-numeric order in a flat eentaiming about 200 m/m specimens.
The first flat would comtain spacimens that were A's, Or, if there were mors tham 200
A's (imcluding duplicates) the 4t flat might include, feor example, 1A thru 75A, The
next flat would be 76A thru the end of the A's.

In addition te the Glossary mumber, a loese-leaf notebook is used te list each
specimen and its pertinent data., For example, if carbemate-apatite is 37C, the first
speeimen weuld be 37C-1, Carbonate-apatite, Harvard Quarry, Greenwood, ME. The next
one would be 37A-2, Carbonate-apatite, Twin Tunnel Mine, Newry, ME. Other notations
such as speeimen size, exeeptienal beauty, eost, erystal shape, and anything else you
wish ean be imeluded, Several different minerals ean be listed on one sheet, Or
there may be more than 50 ealcite specimens in your colleetion and that one mimeral
eould require several pages,

Where several spscies are preseant in ome specimen, the rarest or best spescies
;mﬂ:. determine the mumber assigned, as that is the ome you would be mest likely to

ocate.

This doesn't eliminate all beokkeeping, but it does provide definitive numbers,
and you ean find your data quiekly. Having specimen 37C-2 in your hand and the
Glossary epen te mimeral 37C, it is quickly identified as Carbonate-apatite., The
loose-leaf notebook provides details on the.particular specimen,

(with permission from Domald Corsen)



