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The MMNE was organized on January 14, 1967, for the purpose of promoting the study of minerals
that require a microscope.

MMNE MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next meeting will be held on SUNDAY January 12 at at the Harvard University Mineral
Museum on Oxford Street in Cambridge. Doors will open at 9:00 aM. NOTE THE CHANGE IN
LOCATION. Curator Carl Francis will discuss Harvard’s micromount collection which will be
accessible under supervision. This will be a good opportunity to see what species or localities are
needed. Any specimen which is donated to the collection will result in the addition of the
collector’s name to the list of donors. The Harvard Mineral Museum has a collection of about 6,000
specimens which Steve Cares has been assembling. A map for the Museum is on the back of this
sheet.

MEETING REPORTS - OCTOBER/NOVEMBER, 1996
Since John Stewart is retiring, we will no longer have access to Boston University for meetings.
The Hagendorf book remains in limbo. Pat Barker will inquire again as to its availablity.

Gene Bearss reports that there is a new product on the the market called “Handitak™ which is
slightly stiffer than “Mineraltak” and yellow in color. It does not seem to dry out or get oily. It is
carried in the stationary department at Walmart.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Dues time again. Send your payment to Janet Cares or see her at the January meeting.
FROM THE EDITOR

It is the time for each and every member of the MMNE to make a New Year’s resolution to
writing an article, short or long for the Newsletter. There is only so much interesting material I can
find in other bulletins. Write up something on a special mounting or preparation technique, a
simple physical or chemical testing process, book or literature review, or a favorite locality.

January 14, 1997 is the 30th anniversary of the founding of the MMNE. An organizational
meeting was held on November 6, 1966, but the first official meeting of the MMNE was held on
January 14, 1967 at the Eliot Church in Newton, MA. Copies of the first meeting announcement,
minutes of the meeting and a list of charter members are enclosed. After reviewing the early history
of the MMINE with Janet Cares, the date on the Newsletfer masthead has been changed to reflect
the charter date of January 14, 1967, subject to the approval of the membership.

The 17th Edition of the International Directory of Micromounters is again available. This is
published in even numbered years by the Baltimore Mineral Society and becomes available at the
Paul Desautels Memorial Micromount Symposium. Cover pricce is $5.00 at the symposium, or
$6.50 through the mail from Roy 1. Grim, 9155A Hitching Post Lane, Laurel, MD 20723-1531.
Make out checks either to Roy I. Grim or the Baltimore Mineral Society.
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I have enclosed an prepublication announcement for Minerals of Colorado, by Edwin Beckel. It will be published by the Friends
of Mineralogy for delivery in September 1997. It is included because I have not seen the offering anywhere else.

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND SHOWS

North Shore Rock and Mineral Club Micromounters meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the home of John and Margaret
Stewart, 244 Mill St., Burlington, MA. Guests are welcome. For more information call John or Margaret at (617) 272-0854.)

MMNE: January 12, 1997 (Sunday), Harvard Mineral Museum. Doors open at 9:00 AM.

MMNE: February 8, 1997 (Saturday), Auburn, MA public library. Doors open at 9:00 AM.

MMNE: March 15, 1997 (Saturday), Burlington, MA public library. Doors open at 10:00 AM.

MMNE: April 12, 1997 (Saturday), Northboro, MA public library. Doors open at 9:30 AM.

MMNE: May 10, 1997 (Saturday), Ashland, MA 4-H Club Center. Doors open at 9:00 AM.

DIRECTIONS TO THE HARVARD MINERAL MUSEUM
OXFORD STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MA

From I-95 (Rte. 128) take exit 29 to Rte. 2 east. At the junction with Rte. 30 go left a short distance to Massachusetts Ave.
(Rte.2A), then follow the map to the museum. Go to main entrance of the Hoffman Laboratory. Take the elevator to the third floor
then turn right. You may temporarily use the circular drive in front of the main museum to unload, but you must not stay there.
Someone will be posted at the door until 10 AM. After that, look for the telephone box to the right of the door and dial 5-4758.
Someone will come to the door within 5 minutes to let you in. After 1 PM you may use the main entrance, but you must walk up
several flights of stairs.
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Announcing...

MINERALS OF
COLORADO

By Edwin B. Eckel

Updated and revised by
Robert R. Cobban, Donley S. Collins, Eugene E. Foord,
Daniel E. Kile, Peter J. Modreski, and Jack A. Murphy

Originally published in 1961 as USGS Bulletin 1114, Minerals of Colorado has served, until
now, as the definitive reference of Colorado mineralogy. Since 1961, the number of mineral
species reported from Colorado has nearly doubled, making this update indispensible to
those interested in Colorado minerals. This important work (of approximately 900 pages in
8 1/2 by 11 inch format) is complemented by 120 color photographs, 26 SEM photographs,
eight maps, and many previously unpublished chemical analyses.

Now Available to You at this
Special Pre-Publication Offering - $90

To be delivered - September, 1997
(After Publication Retail Price - $150)

Please reserve copies ($90 each)
Colorado Residents add 7.2% sales tax
Shipping & handling @ $3.00 per copy

nwonu

TOTAL =
Check enclosed Charge my: Visa Mastercard American Express
Card #: Exp. date:
Signature:
Name: Address:
City: State: Zip:
Telephone:

(Credit card charges will not be processed until July or August, 1997.)

Send orders to: FRIENDS OF MINERALOGY--COLORADO CHAPTER
P.O. Box 11005, Denver, Colorado 80211-0005
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hileromountens: :
This is a notice of the first meeting of a hew fngland iiicromountens (ub as

noted in the August issue of "Rocks and fiinerals”s This club is being formed o

help all collectors interesied in the atudy of minenals,by the wse of microscopes,

Flease show this notice Zo all interested members of your club

The firsz meeting will be held at the "fliot [hunch offieutton”, 474 (entre S4.,
Kewton, liasa, on Satunday Kov,5,1%66 at | fli, A% the present time four meetings a
year are planned, dazes for future meetings will be announced laten,

lach memben is expecter o bring a maxium of tenf 10) micromounis 2o be ident-
ified on in the case of ai. expert o bring micnomounts o show o intenested
members, It Lo noit neceasw: do bring mounted Apecimens buz too large a specimen
widl Zake much dongen #o be den,a,.,oed as the spoz in question wuld have #o be
docated by the ouner 2o be p/wpexlu den,tql.ed. If the area in question is amall
it La betten to *.a/\ecma/uwwr/wniapemdmﬂw/euﬁt)iﬁedpewenpouu&ngio
what you would Like identified, iﬁmw&oapp&wz‘onwwufedapeame:wiouwuae
conrect m’.enﬂ.,xmiw

There wild be microscope turniables at 2he meeémgA These iablexa wild be
used, by an expert and three on four members at each Zable. Ffach member wild sed

up his gpecimens Zo the anea in question one at a Eime and the expert will identify

it The members at each able will aldo have an opportunidy 2o dook at each mount
and in this way widl leann #he identification of minenals, In #his woy we can ald

benefit from this club, This does no# mean that a member widl dearn all there is
2o know about minenals but secing the Apeumen/: in confunction with atudy of the
minerals in ary of the minenalogicad books wild hedp all of us,

Bring your micavscope and Light, e will have provisions fon electric outlets

at the /Legtdaa. Zables also, [,f you do nod have a microdcope come anyguay as thene -
shoudd be enough around o permid all intenested 2o have a chance 2o dook at some
micromountds  Jou wild have an opporiunity Zo see the scopes in uwse as well as Lo
see the diffenences in mowAing, l.anbers can baing micromount specimens Zv be
traded, especially materad jrom diatani and new docations.

There widl be a Zalk by Junnar Sjanby on the phosphates at Falemmo iiine,

. -~ < » . . N . » . o . \
Horth Zpodon,iinrie, géving 2ips in ddeniification.
Hope Zo see you Zhere,
~ - - v / . Z
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. .  NIRAOUNTERS

The chanten meeting of zhe " MICRONGUNTERS GF NEW ENGLAKD " was held at the

(‘}&ﬂi Chunch in Hewton Cen,icyz, Massachused, on Satunday Kov. 5,966, A good
a‘my was held with members coming faom Maine, New Himpshine, Mass,, New York,
New Jersey, and Rhode {aland,

A comnittee was formed 4o draft a corwix,tuz‘,wn. Since 2hen this commiitee
has met and a constitution has been draun, This constitution is 2o be voded
on ai the next meeting, The next meeting will be held on Satunday Jan. (%, 1967
at the fliot (hurch , 47% (entre Sincez, Neuton (enten, Masa,

Az he Linst meeting, mineral specimens from S, Hilaire in Quebec, (anada
p/wve.d 2o be Zhe moat intenesting o moo menbens present, flany of then had
collected there necently on had i/zaded on bought some of the rane ones, Many
different minerals have been identified from thia quarny, There ane othena
found herne that as yet have not been identified. Some of the rane minerals
from 2his docation ane serandite, eudialyte, eucodite, elpidite, caiap[eu%e,
Leucophanite, helvite, genthelvite, s /nc/uALie, and ozhers,

Why not plan 2o come 4o the next meeting of he " MICRANVQUNTERS OF AEW
ENGLAND " Bring youn microscope Lf wu have one, If you do not at this time
oun one , come and see the different ones in use, as well as see slides and
Zake pant in the program, fHope to see you there, Fon Lurthen information
wite 2oy - Gilbert G, Geonge

' : 82 (hapin Ave
s Praov,, R, 1,

.. e’
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Book Review.
Gem Cutter's News, 11/96)

A Systematic Approach to MINERAL
IDENTIFICATION by, Betty M. James.
1996, Petrograph Publishing. 215 p.
softcover. Library of Congress Card
No. 96-68744.

Although ! have knownherformany
more years, |first metand gotto know
Betiy and he her husband, Tom on an
Eastern Federation geology tour in
1990. Living in close proximity day and

night for more than two weeks allowed .

for the development of 'a familiarity
which may breed contempt or admira-
tion. In my case it was certainly admi-
ration. She is a wonderful personand a
knowledgeable collector. Our paths
have also touched on many occasions
at EFMLS conventions, shows and
Wildacres Workshops.

And sc. It was not without surprise
that about two years ago, | began to
ncte that Betty"s mineralogical and
writing skills combined when she be-
gan to regularly contribute articles to
the Lapidary Journal. At the recent
CFMS/AFMS Convention and Showin
Riverside, Betty asked, and | con-
sented, to review her newly published
book.

About a month after we returned
from our California trip | received a
small, innocuous looking book in the
mail. It was from Betty. Was this just
another book on mineral ID? Dutifully,
I glanced at its size, laycut and espe-
cially the Table of Contents. Nothing
extraordinary. Except for the first two
sections of Chapter | whose titles in-
trigued me: What Minerals Are Not and
What Minerals Are. Hmmm. And so |
started to read the author's prefacing
Purpose and Acknowledgments and
then continued with the body of the
book.

by Reivan Zeleznik.

With subtle and definite skill and
assurance, the author leads the non-
professional mineral [not rock] collec-
tor through the first 50+ pages. The
stage is set with an easy, style which
encourages the readerto eagerly con-
tinue. Little is taken for granted as new
terms are introduced in bold type and
then explained in either the text or the
reference glossary. The aims of the
book are clearly spelled out and the
author appropriately cites other refer-
ence sources if the reader wishes to
digress for a more detailed study of, for
example, Crystallography. The book re-
mains focused and on track throughout.

One third the way into the book the
tone seems to shift into a higher gear.
It starts with the chapter on Crystallog-
raphy and revs up even higher with the
introduction of chemical properties,
chemical analysis and more sophisti-
cated tests. Bonding, valence, and
qualitative and quantitative analysis all
bring me back to my own chem major
background some 45 years ago. |
haven't used it and this was a good
review. The writing style remains the
same however, with the author leading

- the novice or semi-novice into more and

more complex realms while continuingto
explain new terms and concepts.

By the time spectroscopy, DTA.
TEM, CTEM, STM, SEM and other
terms and techniques are introduced
the reader realizes that the book is
most aptly titled. This is truly a
description of "how-to".

One can stop anywhere along the
line - at one's 'comfort level, so to
speak - and use the previously devel-
oped methodology to advantage with
respect to personal collecting and en-
joyment. This may probably be the

44
t T
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(Taken from AFMS Newsletter, 11/96, via

greatest single benefit of this small
volume.

An interesting technique includes
a self test after each chapter.

Unlike many traditional textbooks
however, some of the questions don't
reference specificanswers in the chap-
ter. Rather, they reference concepis
which have beenraised. This demands
that the reader absorb and integrate
the information provided and then re-
synthesize it with additional informa-
tion in order to arrive at an appropriate
conclusion. Of course, one may disre-
gard the self test altogether. But then,
why read a book (or any informational
article for that matter) if one is not to
learn from it. .

I recommend this book as an ex-
celient resource for not-so-new
rockhounds, people who have had a
few years in the hobby but are not
guided in their development via formal
course work- in colleges or universi-
ties. A Systematic Approach to MIN-
ERAL IDENTIFICATION is for
rockhounds who field trip, swap or
collect.

it is for rockhounds who want [or
need] a guide to help organize thought
processes to more fully enjoy their ac-
quisitions. It is for rockhcunds who
want to learn at their own pace. As the
holiday season approaches, it is also a
wonderful "stocking stuffer.”

Copies may be ordered directly from -
Petrograph Publishing at 106 Madiyn
Drive, Florence, MS 39073-3868. Single
copies are $21.95 each, five copies are
$19.75 each and 10 copies or more are
$17.55 each. Add $2.00 per copy for
shipping and handling.
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Books

is now available.

ology of Hawai'i (the apostrophe is in th
432 pages and paperbound.

Hyndman.

lar "Roadside Geology" series)

by Raymond Wiggers.

240 pages and paperbound.

Roadside Geology of Vermont and New Hampshire by Bradford B. VanDiver,
Also just released is Roadside Ge-

e title) by Richard W. Hazlet and Donald W.
Another related book (not part of the popu-
is recently released - Geology Underfoot in Illinois

240 pages and paperbound.

To order any of these new books, check your local book stores or call Mountain
Press Publishing Company at 1-800-224-5308 for books or a free catalog.
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