
.. 

NEVIS-LETTE.q UO. 3 

. ., 

• 

• 

MICROMOIDTTERS OF NEt'/ ENGLAHD
ANNOUNCE-:E'NT :-NE1:·;s=EET1'EH 

slfiTITI�RMEE1' n1 G 
& FIELD 'l'RIP 

• PLACE: ll0i,L8 OFJOh!'T REUIBR . 

JULY-1969. 

CENTER IL\:-<BOR N. H. 03226 
SATUftDAY - 1119/69 FROM 12 ?.t.-6.P.M.

-SUNDAY - FIELD TRIP TO PALERMO QUARRY,
. NORTH GROT611, N. H. 

·1120/69..

On Saturday, July 19, 1969 a meeting of the Micromounters·or New 
;"_:: Eng1and will be held at the home of Mr. John Reiner. The meeting will 
./ begin at 12 Noon and last u..11.til • 6 P .M. Slides will be shown. Bring 
� Minerals from the Pal_ermo Mine to show. This is a good way to have some

_of' t�e Phosphates id�ntified. 

At each meeting the latest in Micro-Mineral finds will be shovm. 
Th.ls is a good way to keep up on new locations and-to obtain specimens.

t_Bring duplica:.tes for trading to fellow Micromounters. 
� .. L.: i . 

• 
. 

, .... : .. � . ' . 

>'. • • After the meeting is over we will have a picnic lunch_. Bring your 
r bathing suit as John's home is on the water and Vie can go swimming if \Ve 
;._ desire. There are many -motels and ca..-npsites in the area, so plan to stay
'· ,-')r the vteekend. On Sunday, .July 20th, a Field Trip w:ill be held at the 
-...aa.ous Palenuo Quarry in North Groton, New Hamnshire. The alteration of 
�he Primary Phosphate Mineral 11 TRYPHILLITE" has produced many rare Phos-

phate Minerals. 
) �---- . ·_ .. 
::.. For the M1cromounter, Palermo· has in· the ·past, e.nd will co�tinue, 
/�·: to produce many specimens.. In situ snecimens as well as sp.ecimerts from 
>. the dumps can be collected. I have b-een there many t_imes and each trip 
:_· .. has produced many Micro specimens of the Phosuhates. T.his. mine is about
-g: an hour's drive from John Reiner' s home. 
.. � . .! 

-;:,:t •• • .. 
... 

, .·. . Th� M1nerals present are: 
"'. Opened about 1900, operated for Mica (by 
:�- G.E. among others) and to a minor extent for Feldspar. Most of the Phos-

phates crune from the Qu.artz-Perthite core or the body. These include 
·.-., Trlphyli te (olive green cleavable masses ·and immense; barrel-shaped xls), 
, .. ... Wol:fe_ite (orange, resinous spots in Triphylite), Gr_aftonite {pale lamollae
:,. in Trlphylite, yieldine; a zebra effect), Ferrisicklerite ( tobacco-brown 
:·masses), Heterosite (purple on fresh sur:race, associated with Ferrisick-

[ 1erlte) 1 Ludl?,mlte {green, platy), Vivianite (small blue xls in Ludlamite), 
, ••. Lazulite (blue stains, masses, and small xls near Tri?hylite), Dufrenite 
_ (small green balls), Laue_i te ( small yellow blades in pockets in Sideri te), 

·1, Strunzite (white fibers, often with Laueite), and im,.ny other rare secondary
-:..: Minerals. Also f'owid o.re Beryl_ ( some gem gragments), • nice Pyrite xls,, 

+ •. Zircon,, and s"vere.l Uranium Minerals. 
I 

·.•-�--
-�, A collector of' �tnerals first starts out eathoring rocks, being amazed 

THE MINERAL DISEASE. *by G. George.

_,. 

0

•/ • by- any rocks containing simple Mjlky Quarts, Mica, 9r Feldspa1 .. Xls. A lot 
�-:- ot· timo is spent reading about Minerals, usually from handbooks, then books···· 
;1, fro.m tho library, then your own. • 
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. Then a becinner st?-rts collecting and ho brings home tons •of vrorth­
• less spocimons. All is not in vain however, as he learns to di!:!tinguish 

.,,,..,� mineral from another by handline them. Usually about this time., he 
�, Jts another collector who talks him into joining a Mineral Club. H�ra 
·he meets kindred souls fascinated by some of the facet� of the Hobby.

He discovers that· good hand specimens are hard to find and that they 
: .. :· take up a lot of room. His previously empty cellar begins to bulge with 

boxes of specimens collected here and there. ·Every once in a while, he 
:··will go over this mo.terlal and create a Roc·k Garden \':ith specimens not 

·ood enough to shmv and too good to throw away.

• -Th.en he buys some good specimens at a local mineral dealer. In this
.::• way he improves his collection, but also discovers that if he is to have
·.···a good collection it will run into considerable money. Then he is faced 
.·· with having to make display cabinets in order to show them uroperly. 
\�.Usually ., he will make shelves t o  exhibit them to his friends a..11d relatives. 
_:_:: When he discovers that they get so dirty on the shelves, he is ready for 
::· .. the next step. These cabinets will have to have glass doors and lights • 
." By this time he has bcught an ultraviolet light and needs a special cabinet 
. with ultraviolet light to show i'luoresce�t specime..D-s • 

.. , .. ·' 
;;_:: • Even though he thouc;ht that he was making the cabinets big enough to 

• 

\'.'·hold all his specimens, he soon finds that he has to put two or three times 
:�( e.s many specimens to a ·shelf. Usually, he will then decide to collect only 
/-Thumbnail specimens and he will slowly change the few large specimens for the • 
<.·smaller specimens. 

I, By this time, he ·nas started to trade some of his ciuplicaces for ;,an-
. orals that he did...ri't have or at least from another location. He finds that 

j· with a Thumbnail collection it still takes up more room than he has in his
\,

:cabinets.. 
• 

, 

{/ • He also discovers· that he has a hundred or more_ specimens of Quartz, 
__ ::. fifty or Calcite, et·c., but that he only has several hundred different 
;�--.species. All those specimens and yet ho?r few really different i Of course 
;,: you could spend a lifetime collecting one mine-r:al only- say, in all the 
·.-·--varieties oi' Quartz, • 
r�·-·:. • 

a • 

. ' On checking into the collecting situation he soon discovers that in 
Lorder to collect other species., he will have to gather Uicros. He finds 
( that a good stereo Microscope is a necessity and will cost �150.00 "£or the 
� • cheapest good one that ,,111 not strain his eyes, but it will last him his_ 
i lifetime, and will give good viewing. 
l , • . . . . 

r Besides buying Micros, he finds .that many fellow-collectors will give 
', .>r trade Micro speci:nens so that he is nov, faced w ith mounting a.-rid label-
:�< ling his Micros. He o.lso has to set up a system so that he can show a 
;;:·parliicular specL1t1en to his .fellov1-Uicromounter. This means anothor cabinet .. • 
��He must buy _more books to.help him 14entify. He decides to keep his extra 
<: good ho.nd specimens and his Thumbnail collection. 

R.... .. • • • o 0 

. 
. 

I Then he really looks at the specimens he has in his cabinets and dis­
�_,vers that many of ·his specimens have other Hinerals on them--mo.ny Micro ., 

...,and he learns how dumb he is about ·most minerals. He sets out to ide:--.ti!'y 
. · some of these by showing them to fellow-Micromounters and by- "Starting a 
�-retoronce �ollection. • • • 

• 
/ . 
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About this time he goes over his rock garden-and rockpile.of discarded 
·specimens and carts half of them back into the cellar for breaking up. He
then finds that many of the local locations yield minerals not listed by

I 
·oloeists or min�ralogists •.

• . By .following road construction at road cuts he discovers more mtnerals 
.:, .. _ not previously noted from his area. He finds that he must continusally 

check the removal of rock in order not to miss too much.· He lea!'ns to

• read the colors that lead to veins and pockets. \�,bat a thrill to find a
� • pocket rpr yourself 1 Vii th com'Jlete1y terminated Xls aa well as Xls protrudint: 
.-._from th,walls. Sor.ie of these pockets will be small, then sometimes the 
,: 11ze of a baslcetball and some ten feet long. It is in these pockets that a 

Micro collector will have fun. Sometimes a pocket the size of a basketball 
:,: will have twenty to thirty different minerals in it, although usually only 
:· about a half-dozen is found. 

• 
.,; . Hts time is now spent collecting., cleaniri:g, viewing, .breaking up and 

. putting Micro specim�ns in plastic boxes. He just puts a tape on each box 
.vrith the mineral names and location and defers th� mounting to some time 
later when he can find the tirnel In due ti.me., 

boxes fill his cellar and he 
i. 

·, has so nru.ch in his garage he can hardly put his car int 
"· 

�-��· ... 
�=\.' Along t}J.e way ., he probably has bought a cab-mak:i,ng machine or face tine 
�-\ .. equipment. He cuts a few stones and is pleased with them., but ce..nnot find 
t�i- enough time to do much in the lapidary line. In the beginning, he probably 
�<did some specific gravity and flame or maybe bea'!- tests. He also does 
;;,_: simple chemical tests.
� �.- .• . . . • 

• .  

a But with all this he finds that he has more u..11._1Q.1om.1s in hi� coll�ction 
�·1.,han wh0n he first bought his stereo Micros

.
cope. He decides to study

:- .. ·Crystallography, more to see if this will help� He finds that ., while it 
/. holps., he still cannot identify many of his u.n..1-cno\"ms. 
;.i�·: . .. 

':�>- He gets a Polarizing Microscope and then breaks his Mtcros into Mini-
:.) Micros and discovers that many of· his so-called lmowns exhibit optical 
(:, properties not previously reported in the literature. While he can. 
t, positively identify.more of his unknovms, he is faced with the need for 
•·-- -� more and sophisticated equipment, and i:f hE! did get an X-Ray machine, he
� would undoubtedly rind more unkno\ms of his lmowns(?) Where does it all 
� end? • 

• l 

!£. It this hobby of Mineral collecting does not niake y·ou humble, then 
,: __ what could? You start by knowine a few minerals like Quartz, Mica, and 
::,;,:.-Feldspar, and end up by knowing that there is not enough· time in a life-
�':;: time to learn all, tbe_re is to know about;. any Mineral. . 
-� ,. 

r
:;-

Most Mineral collectors v1ill hS:ve to stop and draw the line somewhere 
�--. and maybe do lapidary work and gem mountine. Some will collect only one 
::··;_mineral, or gather only fluorescent minerals ., or fossils., or Thu."'!lbnails 
;:-,or hand-sized specimens and some YTill collect Micros., or photograph Min-
;;-·_ eral specimens, or study various aspects of goology., or join all sorts of 
'j;/4rgan1zations. affj.liatcd with the Hobby for the so.cial aspc¢+.f.. or coll.act 
C books. Whichevor direction you· take, the hobby of'" Mineral� can be· very 
� )sorbing and a lifetime or fun. Decide 1� ·the beginning., which direction· 
.•Jou want to go and just hoW far--tjien stick to it--I d�e you! • • 
. . . . , , . . . 
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Directions-
"I live on Long Island in Lake V/innlpesaukee, Moultonboro, N. H. 

'The telephone and mailing address are under Center Harbor •. To get to Long 
Island it is necessary to go down t}'l.e Moultonboro Neck Rd. which is half­
way between ·center Harbor & Moultonboro on Route 25. Long Island is 

(•> nected with the Neck Rd. by a bridge. The road to my house is about 
' con-

2 

'\ 

\\·1miles. :from Bridge." My_ telephone No. is 603-253-4489. 11 

,.-.-. -·;-. • 111· 

�·· • .. ' .. · Quota�_ion :from Mr. Rainer's le.tter of' 6/19/69. 
..__•;: .. .. � 

:·,�o-teis ;· 

,. ..
i 

• 
The Edwards' Motel, Center Harbor, 
Phone: 603-253-6244 •. 

0,226(1/4 Mile o:r:r Route

Susse Cha.let Motor Lodge, Route 25,.Mouitonboro, 
Phone: 603-253·4-312. 
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