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March 1994 Newsletter #175

The March meeting of the MMNE will take place on Saturday, March 5, 1994
at the Sudbury Public Library.

Our speaker for this meeting will be Larry Pitman, an Associate at
the Harvard Mineralogical Museum. The topic will be descriptive mineralogy,
which will cover qualitatively all of the techniques involved in identifying
minerals and in characterizing new species. Techniques discussed will
include X-ray methods, electron microprobe analysis, and various other
chemical and physical procedures. (Larry, along with Carl Francis and David
Lange, co-authored the recent article describing the new mineral Szenicsite,
which was recently featured at the Tucson show.)

Book Auction

At this meeting we will omit our swap/flea market as space and time
is needed for the book auction. Books will be available for pick-up to those
persons who submitted the highest bids.

Gem & Crystal Treasures

There is a close out sale of a well known mineral book. Jean
McKenna informed us that Peter Bancroft's book "Gem & Crystals
Treasures" is available. |f eleven persons wish to buy the book, it would cost
about $20 per purchase. The book originally retailed for $60. If members
express an interest, we will look into it.

Members are asked to bring in material for the May meeting. We need
material for both give-aways and the sales area. Please separate and label
to make it easier for distribution. As a reminder, your name should be written
on the box or container, so that a list of donors can be published in the
bulletin, and so that inquiries regarding the material can be made by other
members.
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MEMBER NEWS
We are glad to report that member Forrest Fogg is at home and recuperating from his recent surgery.

Halogen Lamps are Safe
(From the Australian Faceters Guild via the AFMS Newsletter, Nov. 1993)

The Minister of Justice and Consumer Affairs, Senator Michael Tate, has announced there is no danger in
using tungsten halogen lamps of up to 50 watts.

Guild members will recall that last year an officer of the Australian Radiation Laboratory claimed skin
damage could result from using tungsten halogen reading lamps for prolonged duration. The new report by
Senator Tate, following an investigation, say: eight hours of exposure to a 50 watt tungsten halogen lamp is
equivalent to five minutes exposure to sunlight! The minister's report added that exposure to halogen lamps
resulted in the same ultraviolet emissions as similar forms of artificial lighting. For those who want to pick
bones on the minister's statement, he went on to provide the following information: at 1000 lux (1000
candlepower per square meter or more than double the intensity of office lighting) UV radiation is approximately
one percent of the equivalent UV radiation in sunlight.

At light intensities of 1000 lux, eight hours use of an unfiltered S0 watt lamp at practical working
distances is approximately equivalent to five minutes exposure to sunlight. :

Senator Tate went on to say that other than in exceptional circumstances, the use of unfiltered tungsten
halogen desk lamps is assessed at practical working distances. He said desk lamps using tungsten halogen globes
may exceed occupational limits of UV radiation at close distances and anyone with skin sensitivity to UV should
avoid exposure to halogen desk lamps without filters. (AFMS Ed note: skin sensitivity may be significantly
enhanced in persons taking large and sustained doses of aspirin as in the treatment of severe exacerbations of
arthritis, and in persons taking oral methoxelen as in the treatment of psoriasis. For additional information,
consult with your prescribing physician.)

Silver
by Paul E. Smith (from the Mineral Mite, January 1994)

I bought a ball of silver at the Montgomery club meeting in December. I had examined it and discovered
quite a few small pieces loose in the bottom of the box which, upon examination with my loupe, appeared to be
small fingers of silver crystals. Every time I picked up the ball, I could tell I was dislodging small bits of silver,
so I carefully wrapped the specimen and paid for it then with no hesitation.

Immediately upon getting home, I placed the specimen under my microscope, and sure enough, the ball
was made up of hundreds, maybe thousands, of tiny, dendritic or fern-like crystals of silver, and the bits and
pieces loose in the box were exquisite little branches all ready to be mounted. I found that even my cactus
needles were too large for most of the single leaves, but if I was careful and acted fast enough before the glue
hardened, I could capture several bits of the silver on one needle and hide the point of the needle.

My real problem was how to preserve the mass of crystals and prevent the shedding of the crystal as the
ball rolled around in the box. It was not possible to glue it down without forever ruining a large number of the
beautiful bits of silver, and Mineral Tac was of no use either. Someone had attempted that method and had
merely captured a layer of silver on the bottom of the box.

I described my dilemma to Fred Schaefermeyer, who suggested running pins through the sides of a box
into the ball and suspending it in that manner with no parts of the silver ball touching the sides of the box. I
found a box of long pins in the sewing machine drawer. The pins had white heads (balls) that were must perfect
to keep the pin from going through the box. I heated the pin red hot in the flame of the gas cooking stove and
quickly and carefully burned a hole through the plastic box on three sides. By carefully positioning the silver ball
and impaling it on one pin at a time (the entire length of the pin penetrated the silver very easily), I now have the
main specimen safely in a plastic box with the original label fastened to the box with Mineral Tac.

Since I have never seen silver crystals formed in a ball like this one, I am now trying to obtain
information that will help explain how this many crystals formed in this manner. There is no other matter
embedded with the silver and the crystals are not firmly packed, although the ball is rigid enough to feel quite
solid when picked up gently.

I have a lifetime supply of tiny silver specimens in this one specimen and will gladly share with others
who have interesting specimens and silver specimens in particular.

(The Editor of the Mineral Mite notes that the silver ball came from the Ura Mine, New South Wales, Australia.)



The Micromounters of New England meet regularly every month except for June, July, August, and December. Informal
meetings are held in July and August. The May meeting is a pre registered event. Dates and locations of regular meetings are printed
in the bulletin. Advance notice of the next month's meeting appears on the front page, lower lefi-hand corner. Arrival and departure
times vary with each location but are not usually earlier than 9 AM and later than 5 PM. Members bring along microscopes, lights and
minerals for study, trade and possible identification. Members provide their own lunch (except for the May meeting); the club provides
coffee/tea. Dues are due on January 1st of each year, and are $6.00 per member.

While every attempt is made to keep this membership list accurate, some errors or omissions may occur. Any inadvertent
errors/omissions will be corrected at the earliest possible printing.
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From THE PresiDenT's Desk

I have been most
pleased with the prompt
response of most clubs
to our annual call for {_\\‘f‘»‘j’
membership renewal. ‘
By sending in early you ensure the
smooth flow of communication to all
members of your club. Remember also,
to send the EFMLS Secretary and Edi-
tor updates whenever your club offic-
ers change throughout the year.

We will be having our Executive
Board meeting on Saturday, March 12
in the Baltimore area. If you have any
questions or concerns that you want
the Board to discuss, please sent them
to your regional Vice President or di-
rectly to me. Our theme - "Communi-
cation is the Key to Our Success" —-
enables us to consider your ideas. As
Anne Morrow Lindbergh said. "Good
communication is as stimulating as
black coffee, and just as hard to sleep

after.” O SGA&
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ExecuTive BoARD MEETING

A meeting of the EFMLS Executive Board , hosted by the Gem Cutters Guild
of Baltimore, will be held on Saturday, March 12, 1994 at Hunt Valley, MD (just
north of Baltimore off 1-83). The main topics for discussion at this meeting will be
1) the upcoming AFMS dues increase and its effect on EFMLS dues; 2) the
Federation insurance policy and 3) an update of many of the operating procedures.
If you or your club members have any questions which you would like the
Executive Board to discuss at this time, please mail them (on club stationary) to
President Steve Weinberger no later than February 15.

Although this is mainly an Executive Board meeting, all members of EFMLS
clubs are invited to attend. The meeting will begin at 9:00 am. with a sit-down mid-
day dinner planned for those who attend.

Host hotel will be Embassy Suites. Rooms are $89.00 per night and include free
breakfast. Reservations should be made directly with the hotel at (410) 584-1400.

Be sure to indicate that you are with EFMLS.

The mid-day meal will feature a choice of
chicken marsala ($15.00) or roast brisket of beef |
($16.00) Salad, vegetable, potato, desert and {
beverage are included. Tax and gratuities are

included. Please make dinner reservations di-
rectly to Steve Weinberger (please make checks payable to Steve).

Keep involved with your EFMLS! We hope that you can join the Executive
Board on the 12th for this most important and interesting meeting.

THE EasTERN FeDERATION FOunDATION FUND
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Did you know
that the EFMLS
Foundation Fund
was set up to provide endowment
funds to ensure a sound financial basis
for the present and future operation of
YOUR Federation? Individual and dub

ontributions are encouraged and wel-
comed by Chairman George Max.

Contributors are recognized with
the following designations: $15 - Quartz
Contributor; $25 - Topaz Contributor;
$50 - Sapphire Contributor; and $100 -
Emerald Contributor. A club plaque is
awarded at the 100% level of $1.00 per
member. All contributions should be
sent to the EFMLS Endowment Fund,
% Treasurer Sybil Churchwell. (address
above). O

1994 Dues ReNEwWAL

The press date for the 1994 Direc-
tory is fast approaching. A few clubs
have not yet sent in their dues and
renewal forms. Please check with your
Treasurer and President to see that your
dub is not one of these. Remember...in
order to participate in the Wildacres
Workshop, EFMLS insurance program,
slide program, or other Federation ac-
tivities, you must be a member of a club
in good standing. O

CommunicaTioN Is THe Key To Our Success



