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MICROMOUNTERS OF
NEW ENGLAND

The MMNE was organized on November 8, 1966, for the purpose of promoting the study of
minerals that require a microscope.

March 1995 Newsletter #182
The March meeting of the MMNE will take place on Saturday, March 4, 1995 at the Sudbury
Public Library starting at 9:30AM. The program will be an EFMLS slide show on micros from the
Pospossel collection. The April meeting will be held at the Northborough Public Library on
Saturday, April 8, 1995. The program will be an EFMLS video by John Koivula from the
Gemologic Institute of America entitled “Inclusions in Gem Crystals and Gemstones” which was
presented at the Rochester Symposium.

If dues are not paid before the next mailing, you will be dropped from the mailing list. If there is
a “94” expiration date on your address label, you are in arrears. Please review your mailing list for
errors. Please give the editor your full 9 digit zip codes and phone numbers for the list as well.

Notice: Our annual May meeting is scheduled for May 13, 1995 at the Ashland 4-H Center. The
speaker is Jeff Post from the Smithsonian Institute. It is time to start bringing giveaways and
donations for the sale table. Please mount and label material for sales as you would like to see it if
you were buying, and please price reasonably. Our goal is to offer real bargains to our members and
guests, not to get as much money as possible. If priced too high, items will not sell. Remember,
these are donations to the club and will not be returned if unsold.

Missing: At the January meeting at Boston University, one of the members lost a styrofoam holder
for his microscope lenses. If you know of its whereabouts, please bring it to the March meeting.

Reminder: Pat Barker is trying to assemble recipes for all the delicious dishes we enjoy at our pot
luck luncheons at the Reiner’s and Foggs. Please write yours up with any comments (an old family
recipe, variations, what it’s good with, how many it feeds, etc.). Hopefully a recipe book will be
published so we can all try our hands at our favorites.

Rocks and Minerals is planning several issues pertaining to New England localities over the next
year. A Connecticut issue is scheduled for Nov/Dec 1995 which will include a locality index co-
authored by MMNE member Marcel Webber. Bill Henderson’s “Microminerals” will be devoted to
Connecticut minerals. A full issue on Vermont is planned for 1996. It is being coordinated by
member Sue Hadden and will include contributions from Sue and Janet Cares. A New Hampshire
locality index is also in the works, put together by Art Smith who has co-authored with Gene
Bearss in the past. It has been suggested that the MMNE might make contributions for color in one
or more of the issues or in individual articlcs, particularly for support of a color geologic map of
Connecticut.
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MONT SAINT-HILAIRE AND 1994

Marcelle H. Weber

The reports have been hot and cold regarding Mt. St-Hilaire collecting in 1994. And, spotty ‘it
was. A "not good" report.could mean (1) the collector has been there often--there was nothing
new; {2) the collector wanted macro material and all to be had was micro; (3) the weather was
wrong--too hot, too cold or too wet; (4) cutting material was belng sought in vain; (5) the
collector was at the wrong end of the quarry or (6) left just before someone found a good

spot. It was ever thus: "You should have been here last time!"

The first trip, May 28 and 29, saw a number of collectors digging a trench in pegmatite on the
now upper level of Poudrette, toward the back wall. The western end was worked primarily by

. Bi11 Henderson, Mike Haritos and Linda Jensen, with Mike concentrating on the quartz crystals.
‘The matrix was albite with carbonates. Very interesting, green fluorescing, twinned

gaidonnayite crystals in shades of gray were perched on the feldspar. Fluorite cubes, pale ’
yellow, colorless or colorless with purple zones and yellow zircons added more interest. The _
tiny brown "balls" are bastnaesite. Catapleiite occurred as beehives of grayish micaceous
plates. In the same area, there were large sections of brownish nepheline. Grayish-blue
opalescent cancrinite was seen--this material turned up the rest of the summer, as well.
,Cynthia'Peat,(in CMMA's Micronews) has noted "beige ankerite preferentially oriented on

siderite gpysta]s“ were also present.

Additional information has come from Peter Tarassoff that herschelite was also found in the
pegmatite vein. It "occurs as translucent, milky white, globular shells formed around
aggregates of intergrown, dull white gmelinite crysta1s, in interstices of large microcline
crystals; it is associated with glassy micro analcime" Another association is gobbinsite in
translucent white grains with clear areas. This may very well have been from the other end of
the vein as Peter adds “The globular 'shells’ on material from the smoky quartz pipe all seem
to be carbonates". :

While others were working on the upper level, we were on the ground floor. Greenish hornfels
contained seams and vugs of very collectible blocky anatase and brookite crystals. Some pieces
had cream-colored or light tan hexagonal crystals resembling quartz externally but they have a
rhombohedraI\cleavage and proved to be siderite.

A request has been received from Dr. George Chao, to whom we owe many thanks for identifying
baffling specimens. Ron Waddell submitted a specimen to Dr. Chao which contains lizardite,
chrysotile in asbestiform veinlets, dolomite, magnetite, magnesite and hydrotalcite, all _
massive (chrysotile and hydrota1c1te would be additions to the MSH 1ist.). Ron found this in
May in the back corner of the lower level, near the pegmatite vein. If any reader has this
material, please tell Dr. Chao, Carleton U., Ottawa; Peter Tarassoff or me.

We missed the July trip; have heard "raves" (large analcimes) but more disappointment,
part1cular1y with the weather.

August 6 produced carletonite accompan1ed by p1nk fibers of raite. Marble contained
pectolite--naturally; apophyllite, colorless and pinkish; and long tan fibrous sepiolite. Some
of the shorter gray-green to bluish fibers may be the same mineral. Analcime was seen in the
hornfels, as well as exceptional rutile and very fine spheres of micaceous gmelinite appeared
in the white contact rock on the dark hornfels. Other specimens in this matrix are donnayite,
anatase, rutile, franconite and dark sphalerite with growth 1ines on the faces.

September 102provided.two pipes with rhodochrosite. Fine crystal groups of behoite were
present as well as catapleiite, franconite, aegirine and white fibrous or granular masses of
dawsonite in one pipe, and flat twins of rhodochrosite and genthelvite, micro to T/N, in the
other. Good smoky quartz was plentiful in the hornfels, and fine reticulated rutile was found.
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QueryMMNE 2/23/9

Last Name First Name Address City State| Postal Code [Country] Home Phone
Anderson George 62 Diane Drive Vernon CT |06066
Barker Patricia PO Box 810 Campton NH ({03223 (603) 536-2401
Barker Robert PO Box 810 Campton NH (03223 (603) 536-2401
Bearss Gene 33 North Avenue Sanford ME 104073-2943 (207) 324-3610
Biggart Norman 4 Baron Park Lane, Apt. 1 Burlington “IMA o803 -1(617) 272-1537
Boggs Robert 10434 22 Avenue SW Seattle lWA 98146-1333 (206) 272-1537
Brackley Robert RR 3, Box 1534 Wells |ME 04090-9583.
Buckley John S. 95 Green Street Wakefield |MA 01880 (617) 245-8365
Cares Steve & Janet 18 Singletary Lane Sudbury MA |01776-2402 (508) 443-9180
Carr Ralph & Violet 25 Farnum Road Warwick RI {02888 (401) 467-3813
Champlain Richard 15 Burr Road Old Lyme CT |06371 (203) 434-5092
Clark James 18 Central Street Topsfield MA {01938 (508) 887-5881
Colby Fred 3772 Heath Road Jacksonville FL {32211
Cooper Walter RFD #1, Box 239 Brattleboro VT 05301 (802) 254-2215
Demar John RFD #1, Box 461 Center Harbor NH 103226 (603) 253-6916
Dodge Marilyn 72 Woodbury Street Providence RI 02906 (401) 751-5217
Doller Harold & Doris 22 E. Shore Drive Massapequa NY 11758 (516) 799-6309
Downing John & Jean 144 Cancellaro Drive Wolcott CT |06716 (203) 879-6708
Ebner, Jr. John C. PO Drawer J Manasquam NJ |08736 (908) 681-3451
Fielding Herbert 48 Butters Row Wilmington MA 101887 (508) 657-7463
Fogg Forrest & Vera 1040 Gorham Pond Road Dunbarton INH 03045-4508 (603) 774-6450
Francis Carl A. 24 Oxford Street Cambridge MA 02138
Grandy James 524 Brooksvale Avenue Hamden CT |06518 (203) 287-2669
Henderson William A. 47 Robin Ridge Road Madison CT 106443
Hitchings Les & Marge 10 Church Street Saugus MA |01906 (617) 233-4868
Janules Bob 17 Woodward Road Merrimack |NH 03054 (603) 424-9269
Jewell Inga Burggraf & Dana {100 Lynn Fells Parkway Melrose |MA 02176 (617) 665-2756
Kelly William 4 Lawndale Road Stoneham [MA Jo2180 (617) 245-2014
Kieron Michael W. 38 Merritt Road E. Providence IRI 02915 (401) 434-0281
Lane Waliter & Carolyn RD 1, Box 245B Gore Road Alfred - IME 04002 (207) 324-5934
Leighton Frank & Phyllis Templeton Road 1 Phillipston IMA 01331-9768 (508) 249-4261
Lerer Edna 68 Pompositticut Road Stow MA 01775-1107 . (508) 897-2630
McKenna Don and Jean 125 Poplar Drive Cranston Rl  [02920 (401) 944-9391
Wechler Eugene 640 Orange Blossom Lane Deland FL 132724-7533
{Mechler Eugene RD #1, Box 1132 Bridgton ME_[04009 e
|Monaghan Shelley & Bob 12 Conant Drive Brockton MA 102401 (508) 586-3541
lMorong Dana 117 Piscataqua Bridge Road Madbury NH |03820-6805
Morrison Frances & George 182 Pine Street Pawtucket Rl |02860
Parella James 32 Pattison Street Worcester MA 101604 (508) 756-6619
Pershken Richard 150 Surrey Drive Bristol ICT 06010 (203) 583-3909
Pitman, Jr. Lawrence C. 61 Willard Grant Road Sudbury |MA 01776 (508) 443-3110
Porro Meredith & Armand 55 Bulfinch Street Lynn MA {01904 (617) 592-1481
Reiner John RFD #1, Box 54-12, Krainewood Drive |Center Harbor NH 03226 (603) 253-4489
Robinson Violet 15 Walnut Avenue ) ] E. Rochester NH |03868-8427 (603) 332-0519
Sole Elaine 188-02 89th Avenue Hollis NY 111423-1906 (718) 776-3823
Spellman Richard 28 Godfrey Street Wiilimantic CT 06226 :
Stewart Margaret & John 244 Mill Street Burlington MA [01803-1938 (617) 272-0854
Swanson Michael 29 Chestnut Hill Greenfield MA 101301-3003 (413) 773-3867
Swarts Johannes RR 1, Box 274 Norwich VT |05055 (802) 649-3485
Taparowsky Bettee 404 Westford Drive Southport CT 06490 (203) 254-2508
Texeira Angie 33Kossuth Street Pawtucket Rl  |02860 (401) 722-4545
Webber Marcelle & Charles 1172 West Lake Avenue Guilford CT (06437 (203) 457-9810
Whitmore Robert Route 2 Weare NH 103281 i (603) 529-2621
Windisch Horst PO Box 17273 Grooenkloof g South Af
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